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Series No. 4. 


On the postcards of this set the remainder of the 
British Nymphalidae are figured. The complete list 
of the British species is as follows :— 

NYMPHALIDS {Nymphalidae) 

Card. No. 

12. Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary {Argynnis ( E *43 (Underside). 

selene i E 124 (Upperside). 

13. Pearl-bordered Fritillary (Argynnis ) E *43 (Underside). 

euphrosyne) L E 124 (Upperside). 

14. Queen of Spain Fritillary (Argynnis 

lathonia) .E124 

15. Dark Green FritiUary (.4rgy«nts agteia) ... E 123 

16. High Brown Fritillary (.dfgywnts cydippd--- E 122 

17. Silver-washed Fritillary (/4 rgy«ms papto) E 121 

18. Heath FritiUayy (Melttem olftaZia) ... ... E 125 

19. Glanville Fritillary (At^ZiZaea ci«.j:ifl) ... E 125 

20. Marsh Fritillary (Melitaea aurinia] . E 125 

21. Painted Lady (Pyram^is cardui) . E *43 

22. Red Admiral (Pyrameis atalanta) . E 120 

23. Camberwell Beauty (Ka«rssa anZiopa) ... E 119 

24. Peacock (Vanessa io) .E 120 

25. Small Tortoiseshell (Uaw^ssa MrZrcae) ... E 118 

26. Large Tortoiseshell (Fa«essa poZycAZoros) ... E iiS 

27. Comma (Polygonia c-album) . E *43 

28. White Admiral (Limenitis sibilla) . E 44 

29. Purple Emperor (Apatma iris) . E 44 

♦The figures on this postcard are said to be natural size, but they 
are actually considerably reduced. 






This list could be somewhat extended if one included 
the reputed species, some of which undoubtedly have 
been found alive in this country, due no doubt to 
accidental importation. There is. however, no evidence 
to show that they are, or ever have been, indigenous 
in these islands, and no useful purpose is served by 
their inclusion. 

E I2I. SIEVEK-W.A,SHED FRITILE.ARY (Argynnis paphia). 

“ The Greater Silver-streaked Fritillary " was the name by which 
this, our largest Fritillary, was formerly known. Its generally accepted 
popular name is, however, a great improvement. It is less widely 
distributed than its nearest allies, the High Brown and Dark Greeii 
Fritillaries, but where it occurs it is often abundant. The New Forest 
is one of its strongholds, but it is also to be found throughout the 
south-west of England, in Wales and in Ireland, especially where there 
are extensive woodlands. It is very fond of visiting brambles and is 
on the wing in July and August. Varieties, even faintly defined local 
races, are comparatively common, whilst the females, especially in the 
New Forest, frequently occur in the greyish-green form known as 
var. valesim, although normally they have the same coloration as the 
male. It is easy to tell the sexes, for along three of the main veins of 
the forewing of the males will be found streaks of modified scales known 
as “ androconia." These are characteristic, in one form or another, 
of the males of very many butterflies and are of a secondary sexual 
nature, their function being connected with the diffusion of scent. 

E 122. HIGH BROWN FRITILLARV (Argynnis cydippe). 

Although more widely distributed than the last species, the High 
Brown Fritillary is not a really common butterfly. It is seldom met 
with in any numbers, and when it is seen it is by no means easy to 
secure, for its flight is both rapid and difficult to follow. Its uppersidc 
is very similar to that of the next species, in fact, without some experience 
it is difficult to distinguish them at once by this surface. But the 
rich brown markings of the underside furnish a sure guide to their 
separation. Androconia are present in the male of this species as in 
the last, but are not nearly so conspicuous. Wooded areas in July 
and .August are the most likely places to find the butteidly, for like those 
of all the other true Fritillaries, the caterpillars of this species are 
dependent upon the Dog-Violet for their food. 

E 123. DARK GREEN FRITILL.ARY (Argynnis aglaia]. 

Of the three large British Fritillaries this is the commonest, and the 
most widely distributed. It I'anges throughout the British Isles, as 
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far north as Sutherland, and is to be found in most suitable well- 
wooded areas, or more especially the open areas in the neighbourhood 
of woods, principally in July and August. Females differ more markedly 
from the males in this species than in the last. They are larger, generally 
much paler brown, but with heavier black markings, and often with a 
decided tinge of green in their wings. F.xamples from the north and 
west of Scotland are noticeably different from specimens taken in the 
south of England, and for them the race name scotica has lately been 
put forward. Very similar specimens occur all along the western coast 
regions from Scotland to Cornwall and in Ireland. As in the case of 
the other species the Dark Green Fritillary passes the winter in the 
caterpillar state, whilst still quite small, feeing up more rapidly in the 
spring, .^s in the case of the other species, the caterpilars are 
dark-coloured creatures armed with munerous branched spines. 


K 124 (a) and (6). QUEHX OF SPAIN' FRITILLARV {Ar^ynnis 
lathonia). 

In this angular, heavily silver-marked butterfly we have another of 
those species which only reach us rarely and at very irregular intervals. 
Its home is south Europe, whence it spreads to the Himalayas, our own 
islands being but on the outer fringe of its range. 'Iliere seems little 
reason to suppose that it is ever able to withstand the English winter 
and establish itself, although spring immigrants may at times have 
accounted for specimens taken in the autumn. 


E 324 (r). SMALL PEARL-BORDERED FRITILLARV (.Irgyn- 
nis euphrasy lie). 


E 124 (<r)- pearl-bordered FRITILLARV {.A.rgy>mis sehne). 


These two figures show the differences in the markings of the upper- 
side of these two species, the undersides of which were figured (much 
reduced) in a previous set (E 5). Both species are common woodland 
butterflies occurring in May and June in most parts of England and 
Wales. A little difference is usual between the times of appearance 
of each, the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary emerging a little later 
than the other as a rule. It is also perhaps rather more local. Other 
particulars may be found in the leaflet accompanying Set E 5. 

E 125 (a, b). GLANVTLLE FRITILLARV (Meliiaea cinxia). 

(c, d). HE.ATH FRITILLARV (Meliiaea athalia). 

(e, /). MARSH FRITILLARV {Melitaea aurinia). 

.'Vlthough popularly called Fritillaries, the three butterflies illustrated 
on this postcard belong to a different genus, in fact, a different tribe 
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from the tme Fvitillaries shewn on the preceding cards. The structural 
differences which separate the perfect insects, such as the arrangement 
of the veins of the wings, the shape of the palpi, &c., are smalh but of 
considerable importance, and, moreover, are supported by differences 
in the general behaviour of the insects themselves. It is unnecessary 
to enter here into the question of specific distinctions ; the figures 
on the postcard should be adequate to determine the three species 
found in these islands. All three arc decidedly rare, and very local. 
They have disappeared from many of their haunts within the last 
half-century. Those entomologists who know where they are to be 
found would be doing a great service to British Entomology by keeping 
their knowledge to themselves, so helping to preserve another small 
portion of our ever-threatened fauna. 


Set E 


July, 1924. 



